The Cal Poly College of Architecture & Environmental Design in partnership with the Governor's Office of Planning and Research (OPR) hosted the inaugural California Climate Action Planning Conference on Thursday, January 31 and Friday, February 1, 2013 on campus. The conference was attended by over 200 professionals working in the public, private, and non profit sectors on climate change and sustainability.
This was the first conference to focus solely on the practice of local and regional climate action planning in California. It featured in-depth presentations and discussions on both technical and political facets of climate action planning and featured experts and practitioners from around the state. Sessions addressed a variety of topics including GHG inventories, climate mitigation and adaptation, public participation, implementation and financing, and emerging challenges. Conference presentations are available at http:// digitalcommons.calpoly.edu/ccapc/2013/ The timing of the conference was opportune. The week before both President Obama and Governor Brown gave major speeches on climate change. In his Inaugural Address, President Obama made clear the ethical obligation to address climate change when he said: "We will respond to the threat of climate change, knowing that the failure to do so would betray our children and future generations. "
Governor Jerry Brown stated the urgency of climate change problem: "When we think about California's future, no longterm liability presents as great a danger to our well-being as the buildup of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. " 
